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by the force of a coherent philosophy, others again
by some charm or glitter of eloquence; but Mazzini
belonged to no one of these classes. The source
of his influence was the same as that which has
furnished the saints and martyrs of the Church, the
unfaltering conviction of a devoted and beautiful
nature. Although his sphere of activity was political,
the type of his genius was not political, but religious
or prophetic. Hobbes thought that religion was part
of law, Mazzini held that politics was part of religion.
He did not therefore agree with Quinet, who traced
the failure of the French Revolution to its refusal
to cut itself adrift from the Catholic Church. Rather
he viewed the Revolution as the last stage .in the
evolution of Christianity, a religion, as he conceived
it, of sublimated egotism destined to give way before a
higher type. The failure of the French Revolution,
for he could not but acknowledge that the failure
was disastrous, was due to the fact that it insisted upon
rights, not upon duties ; upon individuality, not upon
association. The Republic of the French was a temple
of all the egoisms. The new Republic would be
established upon a nobler foundation and a more
positive faith. In a letter which shows a strange
inability to penetrate into the life of alien institutions,
Mazzini invites the Pope to abandon Roman Catholic-
ism and to inaugurate the religion of the future, a
creed of which the citizens of the Republic would
be the only priests, and the practice of the Republic
the only ritual. It was part of Mazzini's patriotic
optimism to maintain that Rome would be the centre
of that new stream of political illumination which
would spread through Europe, and that Italy, under
the guiding hand of Providence, being destined